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“A Declining Membership.” 


Friends in Philadelphia have had their at- 
tention directed to a declining membership, by 
a somewhat general circulation of a mona- 
graph on that subject. More recently one of 
the weekly journals has shown the annual loss 
of membership to the Society outside of Phil- 
adelphia Yearly Meeting to be about seven 
hundred. There can be no douht that this is 
a serious situation and that it is calculated to 
produce sadness wherever true Friends have 
the Society and its interests rightly on their 
hearts. The annual decline of seven hundred 
omits Philadelphia Yearly Meeting entirely, as 
there are no official figures in that Yearly 
Meeting. It may not be unfair therefore to 
say that the pastoral system, now well nigh 
wiversal throughout the remainder of the 
United States, has failed to arrest a declining 
membership. Quite recently in one of the 
Quarterly Meetings that is counted a very 
stronghold of that system, we heard Friends 
deploring the passing of the old type of 
Friend and saying that modern methods had 
failed to give them any new type that could 
adequately compensate for this loss. If then 
the pastoral system so far developed, fails 
to maintain a membership and to produce 
the desired type of Friend, what is there that 
can be expected from it? These considerations 
seem come naturally to the mind of a Phila- 
delphia Friend, but they represent of course 
only a negative side of the question and serve 
very little to allay the anxiety caused by a de- 
clining membership. Is there another side to 
the question, or are there some meliorating 
titcumstances to reconcile us to the belief 
that our situation is not wholly an indictment 
of failure in privilege and duty? 

Almost at the same time as the publication 
of our statistical situation President Jordan of 
Leland Stanford Junior University was giving 
a address in Philadelphia. In the course of 
thishe said. ‘‘It is reported with good au- 
thority that the church is losing ground in in- 

and in members, but 1 am justified by 
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facts in saying that there never was a time 
when the power of Christianity was more po- 
tent or more wide spread.’’ This very unex- 
pectedly brought to mind a situation that came 
to view last summer within the limits of a 
declining meeting in one of the country dis- 
tricts. The meeting is an old one and is lo- 
cated in a community of about eighteen hun- 
dred souls. Two other religious bodies have 
had a history there of about one hundred 
years, but at least fourteen hundred of this 
population is not in any ‘“‘church membership’’ 
at all. Speaking of this somewhat appalling 
fact to one of the most sagacious as well as 
to one of the most religious members of the 
community, he said, ‘‘ Yes, these are the 
facts, and they represent the condition in a 
religious community!’’ Actually, as shown 
last summer, the condition in that isolated vil- 
lage is better than the condition in London, 
and on a par, probably, with the general con- 
dition throughout our country. 

But what of the fourteen hundred non- 
church members? Is it true that they are re- 
ligious? Eliminating a small portion of them 
the balance doubtless are God-fearing men 
and women, with signs of religious life in their 
daily walk. Can it be true that the “churches” 
have so promulgated Christianity as to make 
the church organization tseless? Or is there 
something about the church organization that 
repels human nature? One hesitates to answer 
these questions. A careful study on the 
ground might modify the opinions that seem 
in the light of a little knowledge perfectly rea- 
sonable. One is however constrained to feel 
that the setting aside of religion into a de- 
partment, even under the caption of a church, 
has failed to satisfy the needs of the average 
heart. The religious life must be made the 
whole of life, so that there shall be no secular 
part, or it breaks down. If there is truth in 
this view, Quakerism should find it possible (not 
easy) to meet the need. It was conceived as 
a protest against professionalism and against 
the distinctions of lay and religious. | 

In any case, and leaving the larger issues 
for study and prayer, is it not true that a de- 
clining membership is not a Quaker problem 
exclusively? Josiah Strong, also speaking in 
Philadelphia, about a year ago, said, ‘* Not more 
than one of the church organizations (except- 
ing the Catholics) is holding its own in num- 
bers against the advancing flood of population.” 
Truly we need the antidote of those words of 
President Jordan to preserve us from entire 
discouragement. 

J. HENRY BARTLETT. 


It is as hard to walk through the world 
safely, unless “‘ one like the Son of God walks 
with us,’’ as it would have been for the three 
Hebrew children to have passed through the 
furnace unharmed without Him. 
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To Advocate Arbitration. 


Philadelphia, under the influence of its foun- 
der and the Society of Friends, was ever in- 
clined to whatever makes for peace. The 
principle of international arbitration is conse- 
quently strongly favored here. It is reflected 
in the resolution adopted yesterday by the 
Philadelphia Maritime Exchange that *‘ the 
public good would be promoted by the adop- 
tion of treaties between the United States and 
other leading countries of the world, and at 
the present time more particularly with Great 
Britain, providing for the reference to arbi- 
tration of international questiuns in dispute.’’ 

Such expressions are just now timely, in 
view of the prospective meeting of the Arbi- 
tration Conference in Washington city on the 
12th inst. Itis called by the Executive Com- 
mittee of the National Arbitration Committee, 
of which John W. Foster is chairman, and 
its purpose is to strengthen and increase the 
present arbitration sentiment, with a view to 
secure the adoption of a treaty between the 
United States and Great Britain for the settle- 
ment by arbitration of a certain class of dis- 
putes. The obstacle in the way of such a 
treaty has been heretofore in the Senate, but 
there is reason to believe that that body would 
not now refuse to ratify a proper arbitration 
treaty with Great Britain. It is true that 
such a treaty was at one time rejected, but 
that is because of certain provisions in which 
Senators did not concur. There has been an 
advance in the world’s thought on this sub- 
ject since that time. It ought not to be dif- 
cult to draft a treaty of this kind that would 
mest with little or no opposition in the Senate. 

Great Britain and France are in harmony 
on this subject, and all other nations should 
also agree on this method of settling differ- 
ences. Russia was the nation that proposed 
an international tribunal to settle such ques- 
tions, but Russia does not seem to care to set- 
tle her differences in that way. At least she 
has made no definite proposition of that kind 
to Japan. 

If arbitration tribunals could take the place 
of great standing armies the world would be 
immeasurably improved. The vast armies now 
withdrawn from active production and sup- 
ported by those who do work in field and shop 
might then be dissolved and the greater num- 
ber of the men would support themselves and 
help support those dependent on them by en- 
gaging in productive work. The benefit would 
be so great that it almost seems too much to 
hope for. 

The world is moving in the direction of ar- 
bitrating its differences, and everything that 
helps in that way is to be encouraged. Hence 
it is gratifying to learn that a number of Gov- 
ernors of States and other eminent men are to 
participate in the Washington gathering.— 
Philadelphia Press. 
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For “ THE FRIEND.” 


Letters of Clarkson Sheppard. 


(Following his “ Memoranda” on page 202). 
(To one of his friends). 
GREENWICH, Sixth Month, 1840. 

How interesting and instructive 
ge of the apostle : “‘For ye are 
not your own, but are bought with a price.”’ 
And what is that ‘‘ price?’’ 
all its pageantry and pleasure, and with its 
less censurable delights, can furnish no sub- 
stantial food for the mind of the Spirit. What 
is of the world is owned by the world: and 
all its indulgences and gratifications are in- 
finitely below and unworthy the true hunger 
and thirst of an immortal soul. 
ture, perhaps the most noble and unexcep- 
tionable of pursuits, becomes in this balance 
less than nothing and vanity. 
wise man saith, as the conclusion of the whole 
matter, *‘Fear God and keep his command- 
ments, for this is the whole duty of man.’’ 
“*For God shall bring every work into judg- 
ment, with every secret thing, whether it be 
good, or whether it be evil.’’ 

We may wear the crown of literary dis- 
tinction, lay hold on the guerdon of superior 
intellect, may add, year by year, some new 
study to the hearts’ calendar, and in the at- 
tainment think that we are doing God service. 
But if in the acquisition of this lawful and 
to a certain extent laudable substance, we 
are only gratifying the desires of the flesh; 
if we wish by it to attain a name amongst 
men, without a watchful, holy and due regard 
to the Lord’s honor: if we do not feel that 
we are deriving sap from Him, the living 
Vine, I can distinguish but little difference 
between such an aspirant, and him who,month 
after month, and year after year, is adding 
figure to figure, cypher to cypher, barn to 
For in either case we know not but 
that the sentence may go forth, ‘‘This night 
thy soul shall be required of thee.” ‘‘Then,’’ 


The world with 


I had no expectation whatever, my dear 
, of writing thus; but what presented has 
been penned, knowing that to myself it has 
not been inapplicable, and that perhaps by 
thee it will not be deemed amiss or unsafe. 
I want us to strive together for the hope of 
the gospel, remembering the advice to Timo- 
thy, “‘ Meditate on these things ; give thyself 
wholly. to them, &c.’’ 

I feel now, and hope ever to remain, be it 
either in suffering or rejoicing, thy faithful 
friend and coadjutor, 





(To the same). 

GREENWICH, Eleventh Month 28th, 1841. 

I have desired for 
both of us, according to my measure, that 
we may hold on and hold fast; for it may 
be that eternity rests upon our fidelity and 
It has been years since | read 
“* Paradise Lost,’’ but there is an expression 
which I think Gabriel makes use of, when 
upon a certain occasion Satan was seen ap- 
proaching, that has often of late come into 
mind: ‘‘ Stand firm, for in his looks defiance 
Yes, truly, even now, he who resists 
the devil, with the lusts of the flesh and of 
the world, must stand firm, or not at all. For 
this is a day wherein if we live at all, it 


My Dear J.— 


obedience now. 
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must be by binding the cords of our obedi- 
ence, to the very horns of the altar. 

Let us then strive to be faithful. Time is 
short, eternity infinite, God omniscient and 
just. Let us now take heed to the day of 
small things. Let us do the “first works.’’ 
Let us search diligently; “enquire ye,’’ &c. 

(To the same). 
GREENWICH, Eighth Month 22nd, 1842. 

oe The true believer should have no 
motto but that of obedience; know no duty 
but faith: no rule but love. To deny the 
efficacy of this celestial influence in the breast, 
is infidelity, not much noted perhaps, but still 
infidelity: to reject it is to reject and resist 
the means of grace and salvation purchased 
for us by the atoning blood of Christ, to cru- 
cify the son of God afresh and put Him to 
open shame. To be unfaithful to the least of 
these, is to be unfruitful, and every step only 
leads into greater blindness and darkness. 

That prophecy and testimony of Moses,with 
regard to the offices and character of Christ, 
have often presented of late, with solemn in- 
terest: “A prophet shall the Lord your God 
raise up unto you of your brethren like unto 
me: him shall ye hear in all things, whatsoever 
he shall say unto you. Obedience unto his 
inspeaking voice, is our whole duty: “‘the one 
thing needful,’’ and continued watchfulness 
and prayerfulness unto Him the means by 
which the knowledge for the due exercise of 
this obedience is obtained. 


To and —— 
GREENWICH, Eighth Month 25th, 1844. 

Dear Friends:—. . It seems to me that unless 
we come back to the simple teachings of the 
spirit of Christ in the heart, apart from all the 
maxims, traditions and interpretations of men, 
from all the numerous ‘‘lo here’s’’ and “‘lo|them and walk in them; and I will be their 
there’s’’ which abound, unless we are willing | God and they shall be my people.” 

to be influenced and governed by that same Revelation is the rock upon which Christ 
power, revealed in the secret of the soul, | said He would build his church (Matt xvi; 17), 
which was the guide and unction of our early| No dependence upon L. L. D.’s nor D. D.’s, 
Friends, their peculiar faith ; unless also, | as substitutes for the revelation from God. 
through this spirit, we endeavor to live up| All Scripture is given by inspiration of God 
tu the precepts and injunctions of the Holy] and can be interpreted only by the Holy 
Scriptures, as set forth by Christ and his holy | Ghost whose words they are. *‘ For who hath 
apostles, thus showing our faith by our life, | known the mind of the Lord?’’ (1. Cor. ii: 16). 
as the tree is known by its fruits, we are in| He shall take of the things of God and show 
great danger of becoming one of the most | them unto you (Jer. xvi: 13,14,15). 

formal people upon earth : with much profes-} No man made ordinances, no schools for 
sion, without any of the life or power of right-| making preachers. Regular meetings for wor- 
eousness—hypocrites unto the world, and what | ship in Spirit and in Truth, received through 
is infinitely worse, hypocrites unto God. silent waiting before God according to the 

ee hears, ability which He giveth. 

A correct statement should be published 
yearly of what has been received and how it 
has been used, trusting in God alone for the 
means and plans of tearing down the strong- 
holds of satan, and lifting up the Cross of 
Christ, which must prevail against mystery, 
Babylon the Great (Rev. xvii: 5). 

Who is on the Lord’s side? Let him come 
to our help, not of constraint, but ofa will 
ing mind. Our house is open for the pres 
ent for meetings for worship. But people will 
not come to private dwellings for meetings, 
and we by the help of the Lord desire to erect 
a plain, unpretentious building for the very 
use herein described, to be maintained only 
for Christ’s service. 





ae 
From “ The British Frieng” 
THE MYSTIC. 
(Written after a reading of Fox's Journal.) 
Let them keep silent thoughts who may, 
Cold, solitary lives, who can; 
My thoughts go forth and far away 
With all my heart to every man. 














I, too, kept silence, till I heard 

The song that wheels the worlds about; 
Alone I dwelt, until there stirred 

A life beneath my heart of doubt. 











But that which stirred beneath my heart 
Has ta’en my body for its own, 

Till now I am become a part 
Of God, and cannot be alone. 


For He is all that Fellowship 

Of life I greet where’er I go; 
Whose word is ever on my lip, 

And whose heart-welcoming I know, 
RICHARD ASKHAM, 
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Christ Lifted Up. 


Jer. xii : 32. 













Who is on the Lord’s side? let us rise up 
and build, and the God of heaven will prosper 
us. Christ our High Priest forever. The 
sons of Kohath no longer required to bear the 
Ark of the Cuvenant upon their shoulders, 
‘*One Lord, one faith, one baptism.” 

Faith is the altar. Christ, the Sacrifice, 
Obedience through the power of the Holy 
Ghost to the death of sin by the Cross to the 
flesh. Walking in the Spirit, not fulfilling 
the desires of the flesh. These are contrary 
the one to the other. The one baptism is 
through God the Father, God the Son, and 
God the Holy Ghost. 

The resurrection of the life of Christ within 
our mortal bodies is the seal of our faith. The 
Covenant (2 Cor. vi: 16), ‘‘I will dwell in 





**BE strong and of a good courage, I will 
be with thee ; I will not fail thee not forsake 
thee” (Josh i: 5, 6.) God calls upon us to be 
strong in faith; and strong faith will make 
men cheerful and courageous, and enable them 
to overcome strong difficulties. Therefore, 
if thy feet and heart are bound for Canaan, 
trust stoutly in the Lord to carry shee safely 
through all the trials and temptations that 
beset thy path, and to defend thee in all thy 
conflicts with the world and with Satan. Feeble 
as thou art, yet go on, and fear nothing, for 
God is with thee. He that has but this one 
care and fears to displease Him, need not care 
for or fear anything else. —Bogatzky. 








Worpbs of fresh truth to one generation are 


JANE SNIDER. 
often a dead formula to the next. 


NAPANEE, Ontario. 
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A Perverted Clericalism. 

(The following reflections were returned in 
response to a Friend who had sent the writer 
sbrilliant religious book of the present day, 
gd who understands that the contents of the 
ytter received may be used in our columns. 


__eororonr 


any books | have read coming from the 
ame class of writers, and but little calcula- 
ied to promote the cause of truth and right- 
ausness in the earth, tending as they do, to 

rpetuate and develop the system of ** Church 

(bristianity ’’ which has so largely hindered 
the progress Of the race towards the light. 
for, however correct in historical allusions 
regarding the past, and disapprobation of er- 
rr and vice found in general society and as- 
seiated with church affairs, they fail to give 
prominence to the teachings of Christ so 
plainly set forth in the Sermon on the Mount. 

To me, it seems marvellous that nineteen 
hundred years after the advent of Christ and 
with his testimony to eternal realities out- 
vardly as well as inwardly revealed, that con- 
ditions then existing, giving character and 
power to the ecclesiastic of that day, and 
which Jesus condemned so forcibly, should 
hold aruling place among those who claim to 
be his followers in our time. 

It is true that among the great body of the 
people, many of whom do not profess to be 
Uhristians, there is unmistakable drawing to 
the principles of Christ, the impress of his 
Spirit everywhere being in that direction. 
But, the human influence stands in the way. 
Not the individual human nature merely, but 
that of a class claiming to be ministers of 
Christ, with Divine authority coming to them 
adown the centuries from Christ and his apos- 
tles,—though, themselves know well, that it 
comes to them from the indispensable training 
of the schools, not literary only, but, from 
dogma and ritual, devised by the ingenuity of 
men trained like themselves; and, however 
sincere their aim, has resulted in producing 
an organized system, dividing what is looked 
won as the Church of Christ into clergy and 
laity; the former, a self-appointed class re- 
leased from duties in ordinary life, and mak- 
ing it their business, from education and en- 
vironment, to trade in the souls of men. Sub- 
stantially, theirs is an academic profession, 
or, means of livelihood, with social advantage 
and worldly honor in view, to maintain which, 
the Christian people and others are kept in 
subjection by means of erroneous teaching. 
And if 1 understand rightly, the substance of 
the book in question was first offered to young 
men at college, to encourage them to devote 
themselves to that course. 

Ihave no wish to speak lightly of the au- 
thor of the book in question, or, of members 
of his class, or to indulge the thought that 
there are not good men and useful among 
them. Iam far, far from that, being satis- 
fied that there have been, and still are, real 
saints within their pale. But, as a Friend, 
and concerned to follow Christ, I have no sym- 
pathy with their system, and as an abiding 
duty feel constrained to condemn it. 

Almost to a man, the clergy accept, and 
endeavor to continue, traditions of the Fath- 
ets as substitutes for the commandments of 

i. It is clear, too, that in the early cen- 
turies of the Christian era, the church was 


largely influenced by its Jewish inheritance of 
the concept of God, as a being angry and 
vengeful against sinful man, demanding at- 
tention to outward labors and endless formu- 
laries, for even the hope of redemption. Not 
at all what the Creator ever was,—or re- 
quired,—the Father pitying his erring chil- 
dren, pleading with them, and extending as- 
sistance that they might return to the paren- 
tal home and bosom, as the Saviour presented 
him and still presents. 

It is also evident that a large number of 
cultured Pagans were attracted by what they 
saw to be good in what they grasped of Christ, 
but far from clear of what they imbibed at 
their mother’s knees and at the shrine of 


race, and, awful to think of it, led thereto by 
the instruction and example of professed min- 
isters of Christ! It may not be doubted that 
the Saviour had this oath in view when He 
commanded his disciples to have nothing to 
do with it. ‘“‘Swear not all, but let your 
communications be yea, yea; Nay, nay, for 
whatsoever is more than these, cometh of 
evil.”” What shall we think of a Christianity 
that denies this commandment of Christ? Yet 
the clergy, almost without exception, tell the 
world that it was only profane swearing, us- 
ing foul words, that Jesus forbade. And this 
interpretation of the words of Jesus, on the 
authority of the clergy nearly all Christendom 
accepts, and the oath enters into social ar- 


strange gods; from this it appears, many were !rangements and aimost every process of gov- 


never wholly freed. But, being acknowledged 
teachers of the day, with large natural and 
acquired gifts, they deeply impressed the con- 
temporary religious mind; imparting tone and 
character to the thought and profession of the 
generations since. 

Hence in the outward presentation of Truth, 
so subtle and powerful with the masses ig- 
norant of the methods of the learned, yet anx- 
ious to possess the Truth, these came to ac- 
knowledge ritual and compromise with human 
fancies, as the verities their souls longed for. 
Then, too, it may be accounted for, how the 
legion of mistake and fraud came to be asso- 
ciated with and almost supersede the simplest 
of all testimonies, and grandest of all exempli- 
fications, given to lead men into the kingdom of 
righteousness and peace and joy in communion 
with their Maker. Here lam reminded of Jesus’ 
endorsement and enforcement of the Sixth 
Commandment, ‘‘ Thou shalt not kill.” While 
the Doctors of Divinity and Masters of Arts 
and the thousands of Reverends of the rank 
and file of the ‘* Apostolic Succession,’’ teach 
that Jesus did not mean that men were not to 
kill their enemies in war, for that is patriot- 
ism, and commendable, and worthy of high- 
est honor. And of these same teachers thou- 
sands enter the military ranks as spiritual in- 
structors to the more active soldiers in their 
work of murder and destruction. And, that 
they may pray to the Lord Jesus that He would 
strengthen their arms and increase their skill, 
so as to kill a greater number of their so- 
called enemies. And the horrible inconsistency 
often occurs on both sides of the combat, 
when clergymen of the same faith pray to the 
same God to assist their several compatriots, 
the more effectually to destroy each other. 
Can it be that men so taught and engaged, 
are rightly qualified to preach, or by writing 
publish what manifestly they do not know, or, 
if in some sense knowing, they ignore or com- 
promise? ‘*‘Men do not gather grapes of 
thorns nor figs of thistles.’’ 

And we know that every soldier in the ar- 
mies of the world, in all civilizations, and un- 
der all professions of religion, pagan, Jewish, 
Christian, has to swear absolute obedience to 
the authority over him in thearmy. And the 
oath is so formulated as to effect him in the 
most vital part of his being, his sense of re- 
ligion and manhood, the object being to re- 
lease him from all that these imply, there be- 
ing, for him, no higher power in heaven or 
earth, than army law. Thus it is that men 
become the tools of oppression, surrendering 
every personal and social bond natural to the 


ernment. 

We are all aware of force or rule in our en- 
vironment, and of the personality of the men 
and women we mingle with, said mtercourse 
being always an influence of character upon 
character. In every day life it is not what is 
said about a matter that touches us most 
deeply,—but the thing itself, its character, 
its nature. The appearance may attract to 
the subject, but can give no abiding result. 
And that is eminently the case in regard to 
religious teaching. Whatever the clergy may 
say in sermons or published in books, their 
conduct, their position as clergy, is in conflict 
with the plainest commands of Him whom 
they profess to serve, some taking the Bible 
for The rule and all for A rule of life, by far 
the greater number change what is on record, 
to suit the requirements of what is known as 
Christian civilization. Many declaring that if 
what afew zealots assume to be the teach- 
ing of Christ was followed, society as it is 
could not exist. But if these could only un- 
derstand the Truth, it is just such result Jesus 
said must needs come about before the will 
of the Father could be done on earth as it 
is done in heaven. He also said that it was 
for that very purpose He made his appearance 
on earth—that He might bring truth and er- 
ror into conflict. Though the Prince of Peace 
He gave no indication of attempting to estab- 
lish peace on the basis of human policy—com- 
promise with sin—never. Rather disturbance 
and destruction of the closest and seemingly 
needful relations in outward life to be inevi- 
table as internal warfare in the individual 
soul. And what an overturning there must 
yet be. In the limited vista permitted us, 
we see the forces in opposition to truth, ap- 
palling in character and volume and fortified 
in seemingly impregnable positions, and main- 
ly within the pale of religious profession. 
Without referring to the gross imposition of 
means and methods in the Greek and Roman 
churches where by far the largest portion of 
the Christian profession still is, the portion 
understood to be reformed retains much that 
was professed before reformation, especially 
among the teachers, who all along have exer- 
cised great power in moulding general society. 
Authority assumed on their part comes to be 
acknowledged by the people, and it is not to 
be wondered at that it has been abused. Few 
men are good enough to be entrusted with 
limited authority over their fellows, and not 
any can wield it almost unrestricted, for good 
to himself or to others. Yet the ecclesiastic 
holds practically that position. 
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—— 

in the economy of life, by some it is 
ged a8 the Alpha and Omega of practical ef- 
ort. They read, they study, they even write 
encerning religious thought and feeling, and 
induce others to do likewise, giving a proxy 
grvice which of course has characteristic re- 
yard. But how much more seemly and hope- 
fal isthe service in which character impresses 
character and life touches life, the line of du- 
ty Christ ordains, securing results emanating 
from participation of his concern, literally to 
feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and equally 
important, break every yoke in this work-a- 
day world, where all men are divinely required 
to glorify God, in their bodies and in their 
girits which are God’s. 

Thy true friend, 
ARCHIBALD CROSBIE. 


Big Buildings. 

When worldiiness and apostasy took the 
place of piety and devotion, and a church cor- 
rupted by worldly alliances climbed into posi- 
tons of power and authority, then great build- 
ings were erected, more to the glory of their 
bwilders than to the glory of God. Through- 
out the heathen world we find magnificent 
temples presided over by pampered priests, 
while want, and poverty, and squalor rule the 
multitude around. And so in Christendom, 
themore magnificent the cathedrals,the meaner 
the dwellings of the people; but where places 
of worship are chaste, and plain, and comfort- 
able, there, there are happy homes and pros- 
perous and contented peoples. Some of the 
ecclesiastical structures of the present day 
are of immense size. The following figures 
are published giving the number of people that 
can be accommodated in some of the great ca- 
thedrals of Europe. 


St. Peter's Church, Rome.......0+.sssssecesseeeeseeeeees 4,900 
I sais scciedudscasaicnsddekiadcucuabeneias 37,000 
I oct cadeacuthas saceudeaenucnaadededds 35,000 
IE MERI cacadintcngnctncugneesaudas sncnauesackedes 32,000 
MIND, OLORND ccccncisscccnsesescsccacsscacseese 34,400 
NN iid cides cacata ceneumesanedeseda 24,300 
MPD COUNCOG, «0. 05000s00s ccceccsccscccosecasesecesas 24,000 
§t. Sophia’s, Constantinople...........0seeeeeees Besiies 23,000 
CNN <. ccic nus uscbabeuneaiaadeencenusdienbes ‘ 

IN UNI. 4 5 .cnnescocateneccesteeumaseaeeseencs 
NINN sibs ceciheGiinensiebssaaibanseasemauteks 
PEEL, WOU « casas ssesacessccdacesecsacseowwnate : 
NN, DORON isccsie <acsacsssvsascnsesinasenens 
I NIU sehins ssecsinansosaasseseucdenctadsiens 

NI IN ios c i uanicu cig vickduidaaieemnnukian 
NEE WOOD i cnasthecunds ddaaadacesevnsbndadinei 
Spurgeon’s ‘l'abernacle, London 


Of course most of these huge structures are 
utterly useless for purposes of Gospel preach- 
ing and soul-saving. It would be impossible for 
aly speaker to make himself heard by such a 
vast assembly. This is not at all the intention; 
the acoustic properties are such in many cases 
that it would be extremely difficult for a large 
congregation to hear. Rut these great edifices 
ate designed as places of pomp and show. 
Here vast multitudes assemble, and these pla 
(ésare used as places where gorgeous pag- 
tants exhibit their splendor, and religious offi- 
tials are honored and exalted. The structures 
ae for the celebration of rites and ordinan- 
tes which the Lord has never commanded, and 
{which the Scripture knows nothing what- 
ever. They cost an immense amount of money, 
ad are of very little use in the world.—The 

People. 


An Epistle from Stephen Grellet. 
MorLAIX, France, Sixth Month 24th, 1813. 


To the Monthly Meeting of Friends of New York. 

DEAR BRETHREN AND SISTERS:—My spirit 
has often saluted you in near gospel love 
which knoweth neither bounds nor space. And 
under the fresh flowings of it 1 cannot for- 
bear attempting in this way to convey unto 
you a few expressions of the nearness, sym- 
pathy and travail of my spirit. Under all our 
trials let us make the Lord our refuge; He is 
a strong tower where there is safety, a safe 
habitation indeed. The scourge of war so 
long afflicting these nations has reached your 
borders: my heart has been moved with ten- 
der feelings for you under the various exerci- 
ses, and also temptations you are thereby in- 
troducedin. Stand faithful, my dear friends, 
to the Lord and his testimonies. Keep out, 
my dear brethren, from the world’s maxims 
and politics, out of heats and tumults, that so 
if sufferings are brought upon you they may 
be for righteousness’ sake, upon which our 
blessed Master has pronoucned the blessing, 
and not upon such who partaking of Babylon’s 
sins are to receive of her plagues. 

Many among you are introduced into the 
mourning chamber, and I believe that not a 
few of my beloved young friends are therein 
your companions; be not discouraged at such 
a state; everything round about us loudly 
calls to mourning, and to weeping, to bald- 
ness, and to girding with sackcloth. Some 
among you may think that you are thus sit- 
ting alone as solitary; engaged in your mourn- 
ful accents for yourselves and others like the 
sparrow alone on the house-top; but, my 
friends, my spirit rejoiceth in beholding among 
you a precious company of mourners in Sion, 
whose voice has but one echo. This morning 
while visiting you as from house to house, | 
have been contrited before the Lord under a 
sense of this. Keep under your exercise and 
you shall see of the travail of your soul and 
be satisfied. ou, my most beloved friends, 
with whom I have drank various cups, in 
whose company we have also taken sweet coun- 
sel before the Lord; do not stumble at the 
signs of the times; for I believe the Lord is 
not only at hand, but present with you to 
support you; take not your flights in the win- 
ter season, fear not the fears of the heathen, 
neither be afraid. Sanctify ye the name of 
the Lord and he shall be unto you a sanctu- 
ary. Stand fast in these days of conflict, your 
feet abiding as in the bottom of that river of 
judgment passing over the nations till the end 
of the Lord thus exercising you being accom- 
plished, you bring out from the deep your 
memorial not only of the wonders you have 
there seen, the gracious help you have hith- 
erto received, but also how through your faith- 
fulness you have become helpers to others 
through this day of exercise. 

And you, my very dear young friends, whom 
the Lord has tenderly visited, whom he is pre- 
paring to bestow unto himself in the bonds of 
the everlasting covenant; oh, keep near Him, 
he has done great things for my soul. We 
may well say with one accord, what shall we 
therefore render unto Him for all his benefits. 
Let us unite in the answer, “‘! will take the 
cup of salvation and call upon the name of 
the Lord, now in the presence of all his peo- 


ple I will pay my vows unto the Lord. Thou 
hast loosed my bonds.’’ He has indeed done 
so, even strong bonds; He has enabled some 
of you publicly to acknowledge yourselves to 
be on the Lord’s side; he is strengthening to 
bring the sacrifice vowed unto Him in the day 
of trouble on his holy altar; may no part be 
kept back! then will yet mouths be opened 
with the voice of thanksgiving to publish all 
his wondrous works. You who have in any 
degree witnessed his protecting care and re- 
deeming power, yield, I most affectionately 
entreat you, to the visitation of his love. I 
am.one among the many witnesses that it has 
often been sweetly and powerfully extended 
to you. Oh! My dear young friends, dear 
young men, some of you especially, why do ye 
put it off from you? and for what? for lying 
vanities, forsaking your own mercies? My 
love runs strongly unto you in the Lord and I 
entreat you, even with tears, whilst writing 
this, not to put off any longer; leave off your 
strong reasonings, submit to the cross, come 
under the yoke, and the cup of God’s salva- 
tion will be handed unto you. 

Could you but understand your many privi- 
leges you would appreciate them and walk 
more consistently with your profession; it is 
a high one, my friends, no less than servants 
of the Lord of glory. You feel, many of you 
tenderly feel, 1 am persuaded, for me, under 
my many and close exercises; especially now 
when separated from the bosom of the visible 
gathered church. Yet not so in an inward 
sense; the spirit of many of my dear friends 
both from England and America, being at 
times felt like encompassing me, and may you 
by a close indwelling near the Life be my 
helpers. 

To tell you, my dear young friends, that at 
times whilst engaged in upholding those tes- 
timonies unto the Lord, and his truth given us 
to bear unto the people, that I have been much 
discouraged from the consideration of the 
unfaithfulness of many amongst us may per- 
haps provoke you to an increase of zeal and 
faithfulness. It is a subject that at seasons 
has much depressed me and drawn out many 
tears. I feel the need I have of the help of 
the spirits of you all, of the prayers and there- 
fore faithfulness of all, though in the unbeaten 
path I have now entered none can help nor pre- 
serve, but that Holy Power, under whose 
guidance and protection you have committed 
me. Yet I believe the prayers of the faithful 
are not unavailing before God. Whilst Peter 
was in prison ‘‘ prayer was made without ceas- 
ing of the church unto God for him.’’ So 
may yours be my dear friends for your poor 
brother. 

It is but a few days since I came into 
France; the Lord alone knoweth when 1 may 
be restored to you. I desire in this as in 
everything else to be able even to say, “‘Not 
my will but thine be done.’’ My gracious 
Master has thus far mercifully helped me in 
this solemn work He has committed me; day 
by day, he has renewed both the inward and 
outward man, so that with much diligence 
I have been enabled since | left you to prose- 
cute my solemn engagement. I have attended 
most all the meetings of Friends in England, 
Scotland and Ireland, besides have had many 
meetings where Friends do not reside, and in 
most places I have found among those a pre- 
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cious seed, which I rejoice in believing is 


gathered under the one Shepherd. 

Farewell, my very dear friends, with whom, 
though absent in body yet is my spirit united 
in the life that flows from the Holy Presence. 
Your affectionate friend in the Lord and broth- 
er in gospel bonds, 

STEPHEN GRELLETT. 





For “THE FRIEND.” 
Deceiving Children, Causing them to Believe 
and Tell Falsehoods. 


Having occasion to call on some of our 
neighbors a few days after the day called 
Christmas, the writer was brought into some 
exercise of mind to know how to acguit him- 
self of what seemed an unpleasant duty to 
parents and children, seeing that the lesson 
which duty would point out, in love of right 
and in love for both, would much conflict with 
that in which they had been occupied with 
great delight. In one of these houses tat- 
tered clothing and general appearances deno- 
ted a shortness of the necessaries of life. 
The father was unwell and partly out of em- 
ployment, yet in one corner of the occupied 
room was a green bush or tree called ‘‘a 
Christmas tree,’’ the lading of which had cost 
both money and time. A little boy approached 
me saying ‘“‘Chris Kinkle did not bring me 
anything, though | hung my stocking up.’’ 

In another house where everything bespoke 
plenty, the father having a good trade, a much 
larger and more costly laden pine bush filled 
a corner of the room, and anumber of children 
around it. A little son of the occupant of 
the house came to me greatly delighted with 
the false stories he had been made to believe, 
what ‘‘Chris Kinkle’’ (which is taken from 
the German meaning the Christ-child) had 
done, and made demonstrations showing how 
he got in at the top of the chimney, and tum- 
bled out at the bottom of it. 

It is not supposed that any of the readers of 
THE FRIEND are guilty of so deceiving their 
children; and we hope that the fewer number 
are guilty of setting the example of needless 
waste of means on any of the so-called ‘‘ holy 
days.” But we could but feel sorry for both 
parents and children of the said families. And 
on reflecting how, no doubt, many thousands 
are doing after the same manner, the query 
arose whether we, the people called Friends, 
are as clear as the Truth requires that we 
should be in order that we may, by example 
and words, be patterns and rightful helpers in 
these and other things, by heeding the teach- 
ing of Divine Grace, which teaches to deny 
“*ungodliness and the world’s lusts,”’ all that 
will not work for the glory of our Heav- 
enly Father, and to the furtherance of his 
cause of Truth and righteousness in the earth. 
We have for many years believed that the in- 
crease of waste of money in unnecessary and 
even useless things, as well as the other evils 
which are getting more and more to abound, 
calls for a plain and open testimony against 
the keeping of all so-called ‘‘ holy days,’’ and 
especially against the manner in which they 
are kept. J.D. 

FERNWOOD, Pa., Twelfth Month 31st, 1903. 


oe 


““MEN talk about the things which Christ 
said and did, and forget that Christ still says 


and does.’’—R. J. Campbell. 


ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, 
yet have ye not many Fathers.’”’ Should any 
fall short it would be no evidence in the 
least that the principles and testimonies were 
at fault. It would rather indicate the frailty 
and weakness of human nature by at last for- 
saking the truth after having known it. Sad 
indeed if it be so. May it never be said of 
us, ‘‘My people have forsaken me, the Foun- 
tain of living waters and hewn to themselves 
cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no 
water.’’ And it is encouraging to see the 
seats left vacant in many meetings being 
filled with consistent promising young Friends 











For “ THE FRIEND,” 
Who Shall Fill Their Places? 


Thoughts such as these are uften the com- 
panion of many an exercised mind at the 
present day, as fathers and mothers in Israel 
are being called from works to rewards in 
many parts of the heritage. The language 


seems applicable, ‘‘The fathers, where are 


they? The prophets, do they live forever? 
Yea, where are the true nursing fathers and 


mothers who are concerned for the preserva- 
tion of our Zion and the enlargement of her 


borders, and for the encouragement and estab- 


lishment of the sincere inquirer after the Truth 
as it is in Jesus Christ our Saviour, the alone 
sure foundation. 


There is a remnant preserved in places, 


valuable worthies unto whom the ancient and 
true principles and testimonies of our So- 
ciety are still near and dear, feeling it their 
duty patiently but earnestly to contend for 
the faith once delivered to the saints, which 
is cause for thankfulness. And unto such as 
these the young and inexperienced may look 
with confidence for strength and nourishment 
from time to time as they are permitted to 
receive a fresh supply from the Fountain 
and Source of all Good and hand it forth to 
them. But the enemy of man’s salvation 
would deceive, if it were possible, the very 
elect. Should any of these prove unfaithful, 
and through unwatchfulness get so far astray 
that their example would not be safe to fol- 
low, it would cause sorrow of heart to all 
who feel the pure unchangeable truth to be 
near and dear to them. There would be 
mourning as when a standard bearer fainteth. 


Does this language apply to us, ‘Although 


who no doubt look to the Great Head of the 


Church himself for Divine guidance. May the 


number of such be increased. 
We ‘‘ thank thee, oh Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, that thou hast hid these things 


from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed 


them unto babes. Even so, Father, for so it 


seemed good in thy sight.’’ This is the secret 


petition of many hearts. No doubt that blind- 
ness in part has happened to Israel through 
a lack of faithfulness. Remove the cause 
and the effect will cease. May we realize 
wherein our strength lies, being faithful in 
all things called for at our hands by the alone 
Healer of breaches and the Restorer of paths 
to dwell in. 

If the Church ever comes forth out of the 
wilderness, will it not be by leaning upon the 
arm of her beloved? But if we compromise 


our precious principles and speak lightly of 
our testimonies, calling some important things 
merely forms. which were the fruits and out- 


growths of faithfulness to the light of Christ, 






































































































First Mo. 16, 194 Fist 

———_—.., J 
and which our worthy forefathers in the Try eon-rind 
suffered so much for, and thus lower oy and they 
standard in order to draw the world to and gol 
we shall never gather them but they wij § Hy 20m 
scatter us. 

Can we not see evidences of this already A BO! 
those under our name not in sympathy with § saturat 
us, who we fear have ina great measure for. then se 
saken our principles and seem inclined ty bas fini 
shun the cross and seek a way more ¢op. § cold Wa 
genial to the natural wisdom and will of th 9 (idly s 
creature? But wherein have they succeede § good V2 
in adding either numbers or strength? Wij § a smal 
it not apply the same to the Church as to jp. round | 
dividuals: ‘‘They that despise the day of § glass ™ 
small things shall fall by little and little; by § has 20 
they that are faithful in the little shall be 
made rulers over more!’’ We cannot believe A Fe 
that our mission as a people is now fulfilled, the str 
Was there ever a time when there was more &f jar th 
need of Christianity being revived in its an ff at ane 
cient purity? Then much of the burden must fF fet at 
soon fall upon the younger members, and not by har 
a few, we hope and trust, will receive the § 4 the 
fallen mantles and endeavor to fill the places ter col 
being left vacant in many meetings; and some 9 ; few: 
have realized that true religion is not some J jg split 
thing merely to be endured but to be em § and ¢] 
joyed, receiving a hundred fold in this life and J gabs | 
in the world to come life everlasting. May § taken 
there be judges raised up as at the first and & ried 
counsellors as at the beginning. And mayit Bf yeigh 
never be said of us, ‘*Ephraim hath mixed § ceodin 
himself with the people. Strangers hath de § shown 
voured his strength and he knoweth it not.” J gpecin 

JOSHUA P. SMITH. 
Emporia, Kansas, Twelfth Month 26th, 1903. Gor 
Science and Industry. = 

The cheapest postal service in the world being 
is that of Japan. For seven-tenths of a penny & of ¢) 
letters are conveyed all over the empire.—The & are i 
King’s Own. and ¢! 

eatin; 

No less than twenty-nine hundred silk worms § yas ; 
are required to produce one pound of silk; § porta 
but it takes twenty-seven thousand spiders to & colle 
produce one pound of web. post 

thous 

THERE exists in Algeria a small stream which § store 
nature has turned into ink. It is fornred by § ama 
the union of two rivulets, one of which is very § yhic 
strongly impregnated with iron, while the J poth; 
other meandering through a peat marsh, im § ters 
bibes large quantities of gallic acid. Letters por ; 
have been written with the natural compound pac} 
of iron and gallic acid, which forms a small, § glioy 
yet wonderful stream. year 

his « 

ALUMINUM cooking utensils are being pushed J 4 tj 
by many of the big shops. They are brought 
out in shapes as attractive as the fine silver, hk 
copper and gold-lined cooking vessels used it J yy, 
wealthy households. The stew pans, terrapll § .», 
dishes, coffee urns and tea-kettles of alum § yy, 








num have now such beauty of cuntour and fin- 
ish that they seem almost more appropriate 
the dining-room table than the kitchen. 




















AN observant housekeeper got rid of little 
red ants by feeding them. At least she cor 
fined them to one spot in the pantry, and thus 
prevented them from raiding around over the 
house. As she had discovered grease to be 
their favorite food, she placed a piece of bt 
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en-rind near the crack where they entered, 


ud going, and left the other parts of the pan- 
try alone. 





A BOTTLE may be cut off by wrapping a cord 





























































; 
j aturated in coal oil ruund it several times, 
for. | then setting fire to the cord and just when it 
to bas finished burning, plunging the bottle into 
on. | cod water and tapping on one end to break. 
the | Oddly shaped or prettily colored bottles make 
deq good vases. The top of a large bottle having 
Vij @ asmall neck makes a good funnel. Large 
in | round bottles make good jelly glasses. Sheet 
of | gass may be cut in the same way when one 
but | bas no glass cutter.—Good Housekeeping. 
be 
eve A Fossi. QUARRY.—Puck tells us of one of 
led. & the strangest quarries in the world. It exists 
Ore # year the little town of Kemmerer, Wyoming, 
al- § stan elevation of eight thousand two hundred 
ust H feet above sea level. This quarry is worked 
not # by hand, no blasting being permitted owing 
the # tothe fragile nature af its output. The lat- 
ces # ter consists solely of fossils, mostly those of 
me § afew varieties of fish. In operation the shale 
me § js split into slabs, broken with sledge hammers 
e0- § and thrown over the bank by hand. When 
and # slabs containing the specimens are cut and 
May ff taken out, they are very moist and have to be 
and § ¢ried out to about one-third of their original 
Yit § weight. Many of these fish fossils are ex- 
xed B ceedingly beautiful, every bone being plainly 
de- shown in the outline. They rank as the finest 
i specimens of fossil fishes yet discovered. 
GOVERNMENT CATS.—Some three hundred 
and odd cats are maintained by the United 
States government, the cost of their support 
orld being carried as aregular item on the accounts 
nny F of the Post-office Department. These cats 
‘The & are distributed among about fifty post-offices, 
and their duty is to keep rats and mice from 
eating and destroying postal matter and can- 
Tm§ § vassacks. Their work is of the utmost im- 
ilk; # portance wherever a large quantity of mail is 
3 0 F collected, as for example, at the New York 
post office, where from two thousand to three 
Z thousand bags of mail matter are commonly 
hich FF stored away inthe basement. Formerly great 
1 by damage was done by the mischievous rodents, 
very § which chewed holes in the sacks, and thought 
the nothing of boring clear through bags of let- 
i- § tersina night. Troubles of this sort no lon- 
tes Fer occur since the official pussies keep watch. 
und # Bach of the postmasters in the larger cities is 
nall, allowed from eight dollars to forty dollars a 
year for the keep of his feline staff, sending 
tis estimate for ‘‘cat meat” to Washington 
shed # at the beginning of each quarter. 
ught 
7 John McNeill relates how a ship was once 
aia Wecked on the Irish coast. The captain was a 
a careful one. Nor had the weather been of so 
fin. severe a kind as to explain the wide distance 
te to o which the vessel had swerved from her 
Proper course. The ship went down, but so 
much of interest attached to the disaster that 
‘ttle W diving-bell was sunk. Among other por- 
oa tions of the vessel which were examined was 
thus the compass, which was swung on deck; and 
the Inside the compass-box was attached a piece 
oi of steel, which appeared to be the small point 
€ bn ofa pocket-knife blade. 
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harder to lead a martyr’s life than to suffer a 
martyr’s death.’’ 


for three months, commencing First Month 10th, 


our last number omitted, between the notes on the 


THE FRIEND. 


It appeared that the day before the wreck 


aod they formed two constant streams, coming | a sailor had been sent to clean the compass 
and had used his pocket-knife in the process, 
and had unconsciously broken off the point 
and left it remaining in the box. 
knife-blade exerted its influence on the com- 
pass, and to a degree which deflected the 
needle from its proper bent, and vitiated it 
as an index of the ship’s direction. 
of knife-blade wrecked the vessel. 


That bit of 


That bit 
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“GREATNESS consists in serving. It is 


Items Concerning the Society. 


Caln Preparative and Particular Meeting will 
be held in Elizabeth B. Calley’s parlor, Coatesville, 


1904, at 10 A. M. 





We trust readers mentally drew a line, which 


Australian and the Fritchley General Meetings, 


distinctly to separate the two. 





The first number of “The Journal of the Friends’ 
Historical Society” has reached us. It is published 
by Headley Brothers, London, and its Philadelphia 
office is at No. 718 Arch Street. The contents 
are: A Foreword, by JohnS. Rowntree ; Notes and 
Queries : The Handwriting of George Fox (with a 
specimen page) by Isaac Sharp ; Grangerized Books, 
by the Editors; Our Recording Clerks; 1.—Ellis 
Hookes, by Norman Penney ; The Case of William 
Gibson (illustrated) : Two Quotations in the London 
Yearly Meeting Epistle, 1903 ; The Quaker Family 
of Owen; Letters of William Dewsbury and John 
Whitehead ; Friends’ Reference Library, Devon- 
shire House ; Book Notes; and a List of Members 
of the Association, who become such by the pay- 
ment of $1.25 per year. 

This publication contains, and is likely to con- 
tain, matter of much historical interest to all in- 
terested members of the Society of Friends. 





Having seen a notice in “ THE FRIEND” relative 
to the settlement of Friends in the Canadian North 
West, it is with pleasure I can inform thee that 
some Friends, having a lively interest in the wel- 
fare of the Doukhobors, have received a promise 
from the Government of Canada to hold in reserve 
two townships for settlement by Friends. The 
land adjoins the Doukhobor settlements, and lies 
in the southeastern part of the country enclosed 
in the south bend of the North Saskatchewan, 
which river flows through the eastern township. 
It is about thirty miles northwest from Saskatoon, 
and extensions of both the Canadian Northern and 
the Canadian Pacific Railways either cross or touch 
the river from one to two miles from the south 
boundary. The tract is highly spoken of as being 
fertile, free from sloughs, well watered, with 
patches of timber for fuel and other purposes. 
The railways own every alternate section, and the 
Government retains two others for school purposes, 
leaving, out of thirty-six sections in each town- 
ship, but sixteen for settlement. Each section 
comprises one square mile or six hundred and forty 
acres, divided into four farms of one hundred and 
sixty acres each, for free homesteads. 

The Government charges $10 as an entry fee, and 
the buyer is bound to break so much prairie sod 
each year for three years. The railways hold the 
adjacent farms at $6 per acre. 

Omitting the farms reserved there remain but 
one hundred and twenty-eight free grant farms, 
fully half of which are bespoken in England; and 
the main purpose is not merely to attract set- 


tlers, but rather is it to encourage Friends, de- 
siring to emigrate, who are faithful to the long es- 
tablished practice and principles of Friends, to settle 
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near to each other, that by a walk and conversa- 
tion becoming their profession, they may prove to 
be a mutual help to one another and to their neigh- 
bors, the Doukhobors. 


All enquiries will be answered on applying to 


Benjamin W. Wood, Pickering, Ontario. 





To the General Meeting of Friends for Pennsylva- 


nia, New Jersey, Delaware, etc.; to Scipio Quar- 
terly Meeting, New York; and to the Quarterly 
Meeting of Friends for New England. 


Dear Friends, 


Met again as a General Meeting, our sympathies 
go forth to you, our beloved distant brethren and 


sisters, in your varied situations and allotments, 


with desires for your preservation and encourage- 
ment. 

Fellow members with you of the same household 
of faith, and fellow sharers in the afflictions and 
consolations of the Gospel, though conscious of our 
weakness and poverty, we feel like saluting you 
with a word of encouragement. 

“Cast not away your confidence which hath 
great recompense of reward.” 

“Fear not little flock, for it is your Father’s 
good pleasure to give you the Kingdom;” and in 
due time ye shall reap if ye faint not. 

“Fear thou not for I am with thee; be not dis- 
mayed for Iam thy God; I will strengthen thee, 
yea I will help thee; yea | will uphold thee with 
the right hand of my righteousness.” 

Under great outward discouragement the Apostle 
could say : “I know in whom I have believed, and 
am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I 
have committed to Him against that day;” and, 
“the foundation of God standeth sure, having this 
seal, that the Lord knoweth them that are his.” 

As a religious society we have had many dis- 
couragements. The beacon light of Truth, as up- 
held with so much faithful zeal, and at the cost of 
so much personal sacrifice and suffering by our 
early Friends and their immediate successors, has 
long been in great measure dimmed through un- 
faithfulness on the part of its professors, and the 
blighting influence of a formal and superficial pro- 
fession. 

But may we not take comfort from the gracious 
language of the Most High through his prophet to 
his people formerly? “For thus saith the Lord 
God: Behold I, even I, will both search my sheep, 
and seek them out. Asa shepherd seeketh out his 
flock in the day that he is among his sheep that 
are scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and will 
deliver them out of all places where they have 
been scattered in the cloudy and dark day. I will 
feed my flock and I will cause them to lie down, 
saith the Lord God. 1 will seek that which was 
lost, and bring again that which was driven away, 
and will bind up that which was broken, and will 
strengthen that which was sick. But I will de- 
stroy the fat and the strong; I will feed them with 
judgment.” 

Amid the unrest and commotion around us in 
which the foundations of many are being shaken, 
we believe we can see some breakings in the clouds, 
some dawnings of a brighter day, when many hun- 
gering and thirsting souls will seek sustaining food 
and true refreshment; and shall come to a true ex- 
perience of sitting under their own “ vine and fig- 
tree,” where none can make them afraid. 

We have been reminded of the Saviour’s lan- 
guage to his disciples, “Say not ye, There are yet 
four months and then cometh harvest?” Behold I 
say unto you, “ Lift up your eyes and look on the 
fields, for they are white already to harvest. And 
he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth 
fruit unto life eternal, and both he that soweth 
and he that reapeth may rejoice together.” There- 
fore mind your calling, brethren, for in every age 
the Lord has had some faithful witnesses—Proph- 
ets, Apostles, and Ministers, whom he has sent forth 
to declare his messages of love to men, and to call 
them unto Himself. 





